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Source: Global Prison Trends Report 2023

1)  Prison Overcrowding is one of the biggest challenges.



Prison Population in Thailand 



Source: Global Prison Trends Report 2023

2)  Women Prisoners : Minority with a  rapid increase
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Female prison population in southeast Asia
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3) Prison is closely linked with inequality



4) Reoffending is beyond the work of prison

Sources: TIJ-UNODC The Cause of  Recidivism in Thailand (2021)



“The environment” – drug networks and culture
“I have no place to go. I couldn’t go back to my family, so I went to my friends – drug sellers.”

Not addiction with yaba
“We can take it or leave it.”

Alienation from family support networks
“My family insulted me, they don’t trust me. They think I will steal from them.”

Difficulty in securing formal employment
“The factory will not accept me, so I can work at a small store or street vendor.” 

Drugs pay better for people with limited skills
“I have a security guard job next month when I am released, but I am still undecided whether it is enough. 

If not, I will sell drugs again.”

Users mistaken for dealers
“I buy more at a time so I avoid arrest. The seller also does not want to see us that often.”

Sources: TIJ-UNODC The Cause of  Recidivism in Thailand (2021)
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ผูท่ีไดรับการปลอยตัว
ในป 2563
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ท่ีมา: ฐานขอมูลผูตองขังกระทําผิดซ้ํา กรมราชทัณฑ (ขอมูล ณ วันท่ี 21 มีนาคม 2567)
http://www.correct.go.th/recstats/index.php/th/Home
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จำนวนผูท่ีไดรับการปลอยตัว
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ในชว่ง 11 ปี ที�ผา่นมา.. 
มผีูท้ี�ไดร้บัการปลอ่ยตัวจากเรอืนจาํ                                 ราย2,334,347

ขอ้มูลจากกรมราชทัณฑ์

http://www.correct.go.th/rt103pdf/report_dist_year.php


The Future of Social Reintegration 

1) Enhancing Inclusion and “Partnership Model”
(government, private sector, civil society, individuals, people with
prison lived experience)
2) Redefining  “success” 
3)  Rethinking  “punishment”
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