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‘It is said that no one truly knows a nation
until one has been inside its jails. A nation
should not be judged by how it treats its
highest citizens, but its lowest ones.” -
Nelson Mandela

Thailand Institute of Justice




Overcrowding impacts:
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: Expanding global prison footprint

KEY DRIVERS OF OVERCROWDING: In 2021, many countries announced or started building new
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Punitive drug policies prisons, often bigger and more remote

@ Few alternatives
Investment needed to

An estimated 2.2m
roll out, expand and people are in prison At least Experience shows
successfully implement. for drug offences. building new I
prisonsis nota |

Increased sentences Discriminiative laws : .
@ .. . @ . ; long-term solution

This includes life Imprisonment often to overcrowding

imprisonment and linked to socio- 5

longer minimum terms. economic factors.
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with the United Nations
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Prison population

There are more people in prison
than ever before

N5 . ¢

B 93
million MEN

Current
IN PRISON TODAY proportion

INCREASE IN PRISON POPULATION
FROM 2000 TO 2022

22,

Men

.
and girls

Women

WOMEN IN PRISON: CHANGES IN NUMBERS PER REGION + SHARPEST INCREASES PER COUNTRY

FROM 465,900
10 740,627

FROM 99,900
10 87,524

FROM 143,800
10 305,537

FROM 196,300
10 306,375

FROM 24,000
10 37,314

FROM 1,800

@ 104,077
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GUATEMALA  EL SALVADOR BRAZIL
FROM 433 FROM 31 FROM 10,12
102,805 10270 10 42,694

FROM 2000 TO 2020
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CAMBODIA INDONESIA
FROM 288 FROM 1,807
1025M 1015,709
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Thailand (2023)
Philippines (2021)
Vietnam (2019)
Indonesia (2024)
Myanmar (2017)
Malaysia (2021)
Cambodia (2021)
Laos (2018)
Singapore (2022)

Brunei (2019)

Sources: World Prison Brief, 2024
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Female prison population in southeast Asia

968
162

o°°
@ﬂ

2,571

1,628

3,652

12,416
9,807
O O O
S & O
o D) )

33,057

Percentage of Total
Prison Population
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Rate per 100,000
Population
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3) Prison is closely linked with inequality

WHAT BRING INDIVIDUALS
TO PRISON?

e economic hardship

DI end. | was arrested again (with him). | dula-d_.ﬁ- d "W orgued until he hit me. He insvlied me ond | was ongry. *l callad my grec=olhar soying why did that persal giv | iy
guilly Blone to sove him. so thal he con be culside to loke core 1o wa fought, | tack a keife in my pocket and stabbed him. with drug Inakde? MHow I'm airested. She soid. do net lell the police

of my chidren. Ha promised to take core cll of them for me.® I always had it with me to protect myself os | was mostly alone.” anything s | could come help you. Do you frusl mef?™ ® adverse childhood experiences

NOEY | 32 yeorn old ) FOY [ &2 yeors old ) AFNYA [ 3T yean old )
Oflensa | Orug distibution / Penalty @ | peor 15 moniba Ofensn | Mardes / Penalty | B yeon Offeras | Import drogs inlo the Cemgdom [/ Pesobty - Uife impriscssest

 domestic violence
e peer-group association
o deception and exploitation

” * masculinity prowess

\
'i"' e bad luck

octwally aiked bim. whether i wos necessory lor me to go with kim? Hospital bills woy be swbaidized But the cosl o ranspar - hplﬂn wiai doing the seaich, he asked ‘whot bag ls thisf’
He sald ‘Yes, becouss you are woman and the police won't be load and ehildears, | had ta pay thes all. And | hod #a mone money He gpened i ond there wos o blue plaitic bag inskde.
uspiciovs if o woman is there. Bock then | wos pregnont a3 well " to spand. 50 | decided to come bock to decling drugs again.® He pierced it, ond inside it wos crystol meth.”

-
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SO [ 24 wears old ) MHOEY [ 33 yeon old ) AFIMNYA | 3T years obd |
OFense : Thah / Penalry ; 10 yeor Offemas | Drug distribution / Pesalty © 1 year 13 monihs Offense : Import diugi mio the Kingdom / Penalty ; Uie imprhioamant




Reasons for return Reasons for return by gender
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Women Men

W Sodial networks ® Unemployment

" L. m Unemployment ®m Friends involved in crime
m Conditional release violation m Other ploy

. m Substance abuse/mental health m Other
m Substance abuse/mental health ® Lack of social support /
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ffated with the United Nations Sources: TIJ-UNODC The Cause of Recidivism in Thailand (2021)




“The environment” - drug networks and culture

“I'have no place to go. | couldn’t go back to my family, so | went to my fnends - drug sellers.”

Not addiction with yaba

“We can take it or leave it.”

Alienation from family support networks

“My family insulted me, they don't trust me. They think | will steal from them.”

Difficulty in securing formal employment

“The factory will not accept me, so | can work at a small store or street vendor.”

Drugs pay better for people with mited skills
“I have a security guard job next month when | am released, but | am still undecided whether itis enough.

If not, | will sell drugs again.”

Users mistaken for dealers
7(TIJ “I'buy more at a time so | avoid arrest. The seller also does not want to see us that often.”

Thailand In st tute ofJust ce

Sources: TIJ-UNODC The Cause of Recidivism in Thailand (2021)



“Which of the following do you think is MOST important to ensure that you
will not return to prison again?”

Skills that can get me legal employment, 18

Finance to start a small business, 11

Strong social supports from community and friends, 10
Strong familial support including access to children, 8

Financial support to survive the transition, 8

Counselling, 4
Life skills training, 3

Harsher conditions in prison,1
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fflated with the United Nations Sources: TIJ-UNODC The Cause of Recidivism in Thailand (2021)




RECIDIVISM
IN THAILAND 31.99%

13.05%

18,959 33,713 46,493
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http://www.correct.go.th/recstats/index.php/th/Home
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RECIDIVISM
IN THAILAND

 1st time offender (%) [ 2nd-5th time offender (%)
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http://www.correct.go.th/rt103pdf/report_dist_year.php

1) Enhancing Inclusion and “Partnership Model”

(government, private sector, civil society, individuals, people with
prison lived experience)

2) Redefining “success”

3) Rethinking “punishment”






